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PSC has built a leading reputation for producing high quality,
creative and award winning students and graduates and is the
first choice for many students looking for a specialised, creative
and industry relevant learning experience. 

This ‘Focus’ guide provides you with the opportunity to hear
directly from our full time students and graduates. It reveals in
detailed interviews their motivations, experiences, journeys of
discovery, passions, hopes and dreams. 

Join us in celebrating their unique stories and the transformative
power of education.

Jenny Heron 
Director Communications & Students

PSC Student & Graduate

FOCUS 2014



I feel like myself when I have my camera by my
side…
I have always loved art and photography as art. There
is something very beautiful in being able to capture a
moment in time that may otherwise be overlooked or
unseen. Photography is a beautiful means of
expression. I love telling stories through photography
and the ability to spark a feeling or emotion.
Photography has the ability to make people aware of
social and political issues that they may not be aware
of (through image they are forced to look at it if only
for a second). I appreciate the ambiguity in
photography; reality is how or what we perceive
things to be and the same goes for a photograph. I get
lost in images, photography is my calm place. I feel
like myself when I have a camera by my side.

I instantly knew that PSC was the place for me…
I had been looking into universities for a year or two.
I came across PSC from browsing the internet and
when I came to visit I instantly knew that it was the
place for me. I like that it was small and personable, I
knew I would not be another number. I was also
impressed by the work the students were producing.
I have had a wonderful journey so far. It has been
challenging, hard at times, enjoyable and thought
provoking. The teachers are great and push you to be
better. What I have learnt so far is invaluable and I am
so excited to continue on with my studies.

My dream job…
My dream job is to be a practicing artist utilising
photography as my medium. I hope to exhibit my
work and for my work to take me overseas.

You get out what you put in…
Make the most of your time at PSC, I have only been
there for one semester and it has already flown. The
amount you learn is up to you, you get out what you
put in.
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My passion for photography took over…
I have always been interested in art and got my first
DSLR to try and take better reference photos for
painting. My passion for photography took over. I
found myself taking photos all the time and striving
to get better and I realised that this was what I
wanted to do.

I saw PSC come up again and again…
I followed the AIPP awards every year and I saw PSC
come up again and again. It made me want to look
into courses, and I found that the Bachelor course
was exactly what I wanted to do.

My journey has been very exciting…
My journey has been very exciting so far, the
biggest highlight for me has been a change in the
way I assess light, and of course thinking about
what I want to say and how I want to say it. 
Learning doesn't end in the classroom, it's all about
taking what you learn and practicing until it
becomes second nature. 

My dream job…
Editorial fashion photographer.
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I found PSC through the AIPP…
I found PSC through the Australian Institute of Professional
Photographers. I had been looking for a college but they all
seemed to big for this quiet country girl. Bit daunting! PSC offered
an environment that was totally focused on what I love –
photography!

My journey has been one of joy…
My journey has been one of joy. The past few months have
challenged my old brain and given me so much pleasure. The
course is exactly what I had hoped for. The tutors are all talented
artists and generous with their time and information.  I have taken
on each task with the knowledge that it will develop my skills and
create further enquiry in my mind.

My dream job…
My dream job would be to be a travelling photographer taking in
the amazing landscapes and then being able to create artist
images from them. My imagination has no boundaries!

Take advantage of every opportunity…
For future students I would say that you will get out of the course
what you put in. Take advantage of every opportunity provided at
the college to further your skills and knowledge.
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I started photographing anything and everything…
I first became interested in photography when I was 14, when my
mum bought me a little pocket digital camera. I started
photographing anything and everything that crossed my path,
and I guess it grew from there. 

After having a look I didn’t want to go anywhere else…
When the time came around to look at places to study my eyes
were set on another institution, but after talking to my friend’s
brother (who is now in final year) and having a look around PSC,
I knew that I didn't want to go anywhere else!

I have met some amazing people…
My time at PSC has been awesome so far – I have met some
amazing people who I think will be long life friends and I love all
the teachers. We have very good relationships with them so it
makes coming to uni very fun. I have enjoyed every part of the
course and I am looking forward to the challenges that second
semester will bring! My outlook on life has changed even in this
first semester at PSC, I have begun looking at everything around
me as an opportunity to photograph!

I love shooting portraits…
I don’t really have a dream job just yet – I do know that I want to
work with people or children. I would love to get into the wedding
photography industry or even fashion, but for now I love shooting
portraits!

Take your camera everywhere and photograph anything… 
My advice to future students would be to make the most of every
opportunity in life. Take your camera everywhere and photograph
anything you feel you want to. Don’t be afraid to ask a stranger to
take their photo (most people are flattered). And to also learn
yourself, take the initiative to google and learn new skills. And the
last thing, ask a lot of questions! That is how you learn.
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I’ve always had a camera near me…
Ever since I was little I’ve always had a camera near
me whether that was in front or behind the lens. It was
in high school that I realised all those years of taking
unwanted pictures of my family and friends could lead
onto something greater. Ever since then I’ve had this
incessant cycle of wanting to capture the subtle
moments in life that we miss everyday. 

I was instantly captured by PSC…
I discovered PSC in Year 12 and I was instantly
captured by PSC as it was the only uni entirely focused
on photography. I then proceeded to squish many
flyers into my bag on the odd chance I'd loose more
than one.

My PSC journey…
My PSC journey has been challenging, inspirational
but immensely enjoyable. I’ve had my fair share of
struggles when it came to orchestrating certain
technical decisions within my camera but also in
trying to maintain those inventive new ideas needed
in undertaking a course such as this one. 
Highlights would hands down have to be seeing the
final results of my images and just how much they’ve
developed over the year. I've also made an extremely
close friendship group.

My dream job…
My dream job would be to travel to Africa or anywhere
that contains endangered animals and from there
become a wildlife photographer helping to bring
awareness and educate the public about the situation.

Keep photography fun…
If you have a passion for photography, shoot what you
want, when you want, but above all else keep
photography fun. The rest can only aid you in your
journey.
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Hobby quickly turned to passion…
When I first moved to Melbourne I got myself a camera to document
my new life and surroundings. Hobby quickly turned into passion
and I found myself spending more time thinking about light and
composition than anything else. 
A commercial photographer who I had been doing some work
experience with mentioned that he had studied at PSC years ago
and highly recommended it.   

I have enjoyed learning something new each day… 
I expected challenges. Creative ones. I knew this would be a great
stage of my life and couldn't wait for the opportunities and
experiences that would come my way. I have enjoyed learning
something new each day. Being surrounded by so many talented
people is very inspiring and liberating. The support from my new
friends and teachers has been great!

My dream job…
My dream job is constantly changing. The more I learn the more my
horizons grow. I would be very happy working commercially, getting
ready for an exhibition, or travelling the globe on photojournalist
assignments. The possibilities are so wide, that’s is so great about
photography, and I think people don’t realise that. 

Most of all have fun…
Bring in photos to class for creative criticism it will help you to grow
and be a better photographer. Appreciate everything you learn, have
an open mind and follow your instincts. Most of all have fun, you’re
studying your passion and that’s pretty amazing!
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I was the creative one in the family… 
Growing up I was always the creative one in the
family, all I ever did as a child was draw and paint. I
was 14 when I took up photography. Almost every
weekend I had my friends come over and we would
do photoshoots. I also had an interest in makeup,
so not only did I photograph my friends, but I
transformed them into different characters. The
whole process was one big creation for me, I would
create the character, and then I would create a
photograph to tell the characters story.

It became obvious that photography was where I
was headed… 
Throughout high school I found myself giving the
majority of my focus to my art classes. I knew that
I would go further and study something art based
and it was in year 10 that it became obvious to me
that photography was where I was headed.

My journey has been about growth… 
The one word I can definitely use to describe my
journey at PSC is growth. As each semester passes
you realise just how much your work has changed,
and it’s not just your work, but also you as a person.
You learn so many things, how to express yourself,
how to tell a story, how to engage. I will be
completely honest, it is a bumpy ride, you will have
extreme highs and you will have extreme lows, but
with each necessary bump you hit, it will pass just as
quickly as it approached. It is that bump that will
teach you just how easily you can overcome things,
how quickly things pass and how easily you can
grow. My advice is, stick through it, enjoy it, and if
you truly know in your heart that photography is
your passion, then you will never let anything get it
the way of your dreams.
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My mum gave me her old camera…
I became interested in photography around the age
of 16 when my mum gave me her old Pentax K1000
film camera. I found out about PSC at a careers expo
day during high school. 

I have developed as a person…
Throughout my PSC journey I have seen not only my
work and ideas develop but also me as a person. I'm
half way through my third year now and can't believe
how fast it's all gone. There have been some tricky
times for me too but with help from staff I managed
to get back on my feet. 

Keep on shooting…
My plans are to travel and continue to explore my
ideas with my photography. My advice is to keep on
shooting. Even if you’re not feeling the vibe with your
camera, pick up your phone and take snaps with that.
Shooting with a phone is so easy and can take the
pressure off of getting ‘technically perfect’ photo. And
it is also what ended up inspiring me for my last series.
So keep on shooting! 

FOCUS on students
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Photography became my light at the end of the tunnel…
My interest in photography came in a roundabout way and was
one of those ‘It was meant to be’ and ‘love at first sight’ kind of
beginnings (as corny as that sounds). I had been dancing full time
for the past 6 years of my life when I was abruptly stopped by
injury. I had been given my first camera for my 18th birthday and
photography became my light at the end of the tunnel and I have
never turned back! I applied to PSC not long after and before I
knew it, it was my first day at PSC, so most of my first experiences
in photography where at and with the support of PSC.

Words can’t describe how amazing it is to work with your idol…
My highlights so far would have to be assisting and traveling
alongside Alexia Sinclair on her latest series ‘A Frozen Tale’ in
Sweden. Words can’t describe how amazing it is to work with and
assist your idol. Another one of my biggest highlights would have
to be working for one of my favorite New York magazines. I am
still in shock that I was so lucky to get my foot in the door. The
challenges for me has always  been the business side of
photography. I find it really hard to rap my head around it and it
is safe to say I am definitely not a business woman!
90% of my work is Fashion and Dance based and I have recently
been lucky enough to have worked for and opened up the doors
to my favorite New York dance magazine. I absolutely love being
part of that environment. I do find myself doing a little bit of
Commercial (Still life, Corporate work). 

Just keep shooting…
Find out why and what you love in photography and never forget
no matter how hard it may get. Just keep shooting ALL THE
TIME!!! Practice never gets old. 

FOCUS on graduates
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I taught myself to use the cheapest DSLR I could find…
I’ve always had a creative flair but I didn’t really explore
photography until I was 25. I grew up drawing a lot and thought I
would go down the path of architecture, but soon realised it was
more about numbers than creativity so I tossed it in and went
travelling. I taught myself to use the cheapest DSLR I could find
but I had no idea what I was doing! It was a lot of trial and error
and when I came across another keen photographer I would pick
their brains. During my travels I met some amazing
photographers traveling the world for work, which inspired me to
start to take this photography thing seriously. A good travel friend
of mine had just started studying at PSC and talked me into
moving to Melbourne to give it a crack!

I was inspired at PSC and found my own style…
Straight away I was inspired at PSC, surrounded with amazing
work and meeting like minded people and I took in every bit of
advice the tutors had to offer. I felt I learnt just as much off other
students also, it was really interesting watching everyone improve
so much over the three years. The first two years was about
learning as many skills as I could and experimenting and in the
third year I was really pushed to find my own style – a mixture of
graphic design and photography, kind of hyperreal or cartoonish.
By the end of my time at PSC I had looked back at the work I had
done at the start and couldn’t believe how much I had improved.

I am now the proud owner of my own photography business…
After graduating I was motivated to never work for anyone else
again so I applied for the NEIS program (New Enterprise Incentive
Scheme). I am now the proud owner of my own photography
business, I live in Byron Bay and I take on weddings all over the
country. I return to Melbourne for my commercial clients every so
often, from fashion look books, catalogues, corporate work and
video work. Now after my Capture magazine award hopefully I
can really push into the advertising industry and get some work in
my style! As long as I keep working hard the future looks bright!
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I always wanted to take photos with my parents old Kodak…
I was always artistic as a kid and always wanted to take photos
with my parents old Kodak. I began really developing my passion
for the medium when I studied black and white film in high school.

Completing a folio was always a huge achievement…
I can’t choose a PSC highlight! Each day was different and I always
loved coming to class. I guess completing a folio was always a
huge achievement and seeing your work in print will never get
old. I first saw one of my photographs printed A1 and framed in
the hallways in second year – that was really special for me. Also
the moment when I finally understood how to use studio flash –
baby steps.

I am inspired by stories…
I am inspired by old fairytales, foreign myths and stories mostly.
I love to work with narrative, and incorporate metaphor and
symbolism into my work.
I’m working out of Blue Tree Studios in Port Melbourne, building
my business and doing a lot of freelancing. I do all kinds of things
from fashion, to food and event photography. I also assist a few
commercial photographers regularly.

Reach out to photographers in your field…
Use your time at PSC wisely to make connections within the
industry. Don’t be scared to reach out to photographers in your
field. They will be more likely to want to help you or give you
advice when you are a student. Once you graduate, you are the
competition, and it's not as easy to weasel your way in.
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I remember distinctly the moment I made a
breakthrough…
I have to be honest and admit that my first desire was
to simply learn what made a great photograph. I had
a talent and enjoyed drawing and painting but I knew
nothing about photography. I decided to study at PSC
after I completed graphic design and was mostly
consumed with the extremely complicated technical
side. I remember distinctly the moment I made a
breakthrough – when I started to understand the
theory of physics and light that relates to shutter
speed and aperture. I then realised (after wrote
learning numbers) that I could completely control the
outcome of my vision. There was no guesswork at all!
The more I learned, the more I realised I didn’t know
and the possibilities were endless. My love of light and
colour sparked my passion completely and I knew I
would never stop shooting.

I work a lot for magazines…
I work a lot for magazines, portraiture and fashion for
the glossy titles. I always continue to shoot my fine
art series which I exhibit.
I think the greatest challenge as a photographer is
taking the rejections along the way because the
industry is so incredibly competitive. My highlights
have been when I got the breaks and bookings and
conquered the challenges.  

Keep analyzing what it is you love and what sets
you apart…
As a student, learn, learn, learn! You do NOT need to
be the best student, I certainly wasn’t but my passion
ignited with knowledge. Once you decide that this is
your path I think it is important to keep analysing
what it is that you love and what sets you apart. 
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