
Photography Studies College 
(Melbourne)

www.psc.edu.au
CRICOS Provider No: 00257G

S
T

U
D

E
N

T
 &

 G
R

A
D

U
A

T
E

 F
O

C
U

S



PSC has built a leading reputation for producing high quality,
creative and award winning students and graduates and is the
first choice for many students looking for a specialised, creative
and industry relevant learning experience. 

This ‘Focus’ guide provides you with the opportunity to hear
directly from our full time students and graduates. It reveals in
detailed interviews their motivations, experiences, journeys of
discovery, passions, hopes and dreams. 

Join us in celebrating their unique stories and the transformative
power of education.

Jenny Heron 
Director Communications & Students

PSC Student & Graduate

FOCUS



FOCUS on students

How did you become interested in photography? 
I have been interested in photography since high school,
where I was introduced to the subject through my media
class. It was there where I was able to delve into the
techniques and the creative side of photography, it also
showed me that there are many sides to photography, and
it’s not at all black and white.  

What have you enjoyed the most at PSC?  
I really love how there are no limits to what a student may
want their concept to be, it really allows us to be as creative
as we like.

What’s your dream job? 
After finishing my studies here at PSC, my ‘Dream Job’ would
be, owning my very own studio somewhere in the CBD or
somewhere like New York or London where I would be able
to produce and display my very own photographs for
everyone to see. 

Where do you think you will be in ten years from now? 
10 years from now, I haven’t really thought that far ahead,
it’s frightening. But hopefully I’ll be doing something to do
with photography, where I can use the skills I obtained from
my studies here at PSC, and most importantly, something I
love waking up every morning to do.

What advice do you have for future students?  
For future students, the only advice I have is, to not get
weighed down to much with something you don’t quite
grasp, as it will come eventually, and when it does everything
will make sense. 

Photographs by Emily Renna

Emily Renna
First year student



How did you become interested in photography? 
When I first moved to Melbourne I got myself a camera to document
my new life and surroundings. Hobby quickly turned into passion
and I found myself spending more time thinking about light and
composition than anything else. 

How did you come across PSC? 
A commercial photographer who I had been doing some work
experience with mentioned that he had studied at PSC years ago
and highly recommended it. A quick Google search of photography
courses in Melbourne also lead me straight to the PSC website. 

What did you expect?
I expected challenges. Creative ones. I knew this would be a great
stage of my life and couldn't wait for the opportunities and
experiences that would come my way. 

What have you enjoyed the most at PSC? 
I have enjoyed learning something new each day. It has been mind
blowing how much I have learnt just in the first semester. Being
surrounded by so many talented people is very inspiring and
liberating. The support from my new friends and teachers has been
great!

How do you mange your time at PSC and balance work & friends? 
Focus on one thing at a time. With the support from friends at uni
doing the same things the workload seems less. Also, coffee!

What is your dream job?
My dream job is constantly changing. The more I learn the more my
horizons grow. I would be very happy working commercially, getting
ready for an exhibition, or travelling the globe on photojournalist
assignments. The possibilities are so wide, that’s great about
photography, and I think people don’t realise that. 

Where do you think you will be in ten years from now? 
I could be working anywhere. I don’t know yet and I like that! 

What advice do you have for future students? 
Bring in photos to class for creative criticism it will help you to grow
and be a better photographer. Appreciate everything you learn, have
an open mind and follow your instincts. Most of all have fun, you’re
studying your passion and that’s pretty amazing!

FOCUS on students

Darcy Moore
First year student
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FOCUS on students

How did you become interested in photography? 
I have always been fascinated by photography.
When I started travelling I wanted to start taking
better pictures that really captured a place and told
a story. I realised I needed more creative control
over my camera. Once I got into it the urge to keep
learning and taking pictures has never gone away! 

How did you come across PSC? 
I knew about the college from a former student.
When I looked into it further it seemed like a great
school to go to. 

What did you expect?
To be inspired. To be exposed to new concepts,
possibilities and opportunities which I certainly
have been. 

What have you enjoyed the most at PSC? 
Meeting my classmates! Meeting people who have
similar interests, having people to share ideas with
and talk about their photography with. Also the
teachers are very inspiring.

What is your dream job?
One that involves taking pictures, creativity, people
and travel.

What advice do you have for future students? 
Realise what inspires you and collect images,
movies, music and artwork that speaks to you in
some way, make a journal and write down what you
love. Look at lots of other photographers and think
about why you like their work. And don’t be afraid
to work hard and think for yourself!

Photographs by Lucie McGough

Lucie McGough
First year student



How did you become interested in photography? 
I have always been the creative type. I studied Graphic
Design and thought  this was the path for me. It took me a
while to realise that it was photography that I loved, but back
then I saw it more as a hobby rather than a potential career
path. 

What have you enjoyed the most at PSC? 
Meeting people of all ages with the same interests and being
a student  again. It was a life changing choice for me to return
to study, but I don’t regret it for a second. 

How do you mange your time at PSC and balance work &
friends? 
I’m not going to lie, it was hard at first. I think I really
struggled balancing everything, but being organized helped.
Writing deadlines in my diary and completing or close to
completing an assignment on the day it’s received helps. I try
not to leave things to the last minute, I work on something a
little each day. I don’t work, and I usually have my weekends
as down time and socialising.

Where do you think you will be in ten years from now?
Who knows! I’m just taking everyday as it comes. You may
find me in a remote country halfway across the world on
assignment for National Geographic.

What advice do you have for future students? 
If you haven’t got one already, start a visual diary as soon as
you can. Constantly keep an eye out for what inspires you;
document it, capture it, rip it out of a magazine and stick it in
there. Don’t be afraid to experiment, take criticism as a way
to improve. Work hard for what you want and you’ll be
rewarded.

FOCUS on students

Raquel Betiz
First year student
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How did you become interested in photography? 
I have been interested in photography all my life, but considered it a
hobby more than a career. Having a creative family behind me helped
to continue my passion, and having the experience of working in a
darkroom gave me the appreciation of the time and patience you need
to have in any creative career.

What was your first impression of PSC? 
My first impression of PSC was very open to interpretation as I had no
idea of my style that I wanted to photograph or what would I do
through the 3 years of study. The lecturers were very open to my style
and very understanding if I didn’t know the basics. It was friendly and
inviting and knowing this everyday made the whole transition into
tertiary study easier.

What do you like most about PSC? 
Throughout the 3 years you are able to continue what you like to
photograph and explore the reason why you want to do photography.
It is also the experiences that you are given as well as the people that
you meet along the way.

How different is your photography & conceptual skill now compared
to the first week of the course? 
My photography is very different to when I started. When I started it
was more point and shoot where now you are constantly thinking of
angles to shoot, equipment, the conceptual idea behind the image but
most of all you have to think what I want out of the image.

What has been your greatest achievement whilst studying at PSC? 
My greatest achievement whilst studying would be the opportunities
brought to me by jobs within PSC as well as word of mouth. I think
creating my own business and having a body of work to be proud of
and knowing the challenges along the way that I faced for each folio
was enough to be an achievement.

What advice would you give to future students? 
The advice I would give to future students would be balance. Balance
your life with study, work and social life. I found having more than just
uni work makes you work harder and try to achieve more in each day.
Don’t forget your family and friends, they are vital for support and most
of all they are you models for all the numerous times in studio and
those last minute photos you need for folio. Also enjoy the ride while
it lasts, because it goes very quickly. 

FOCUS on students

Alice McMillanDrendel
Third year student
commercial major
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What photography jobs have you done while at PSC?
I have done multiple jobs whilst at PSC, such as working
for the AFL Umpires Association as an event photographer,
provided all published images on for fashion label Marshe
Collections Look Book and Editorial, plus model portfolios,
weddings, birthdays, bands, family portraits and much
more! 

What’s your dream job?  
My dream job is to work as a creative and successful artist. 

Where do you think you’ll be in ten years from now?  
I think that I will still be photographing and making
beautiful images as a professional photographer, hopefully
within my own successful business.   

What advice do you have for future students?  
Taking photographs everyday is an effective way to
motivate yourself into producing art and photography.
Even if you aren’t in the mood to take photos, sometimes
to most beautiful things can come out when you least
expect them to. 

How did you become interested in photography?
You could say that the first sign that I was destined to
be a photographer was when my mother would try and
take pictures of me and my little sister on film cameras,
and I was much more interested in being behind the
camera. I truly found my passion however in year 9 at
High School. I would take my mothers camera to
school each day and take photographs of my
excursions, my friends and visually artistic aspects in
everyday life that I would find. People began to notice
that my photographs were good, and so in Year 10 I
chose Media and Art as a subject. For the next three
years I made the biggest impact on Photography/Art
and the study of it within the High School than any
other student present.

How did you come across PSC?
I initially used to drive past it when I was in the City. I
was always interested in this cute and quirky little
building for photography. When Open Days started to
occur, I checked out several other locations that
provide photography studies services, yet no other
course was as open minded to creative freedom as PSC
was. I didn't even need to tell my parents that it was
the course I wanted to take after the Open Day,
because they already knew I was in love with it.

What did you expect?
I wasn’t sure what to expect when I first started my
threeyear study at PSC, I was simply open minded and
ready to learn. One thing that could be noted on
though, was how overly friendly, encouraging and
understanding all the staff members and teachers are
and have been since day one. If you had a problem,
they will always have an ear to listen, and advice on
how to help.

What have you enjoyed the most at PSC?
I have definitely enjoyed the creative freedom PSC
provides the students, instead of such set in stone
ways, like other courses. You follow your own
photography dreams and ideas.

Photograph by Samantha Moody
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Third year student
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When did your passion for photography begin?
Photography for me didn’t start in the normal cliché way, I didn’t grow up
with a camera around my neck and I never spent time in a darkroom,
instead it was more a means of exploring everything I was interested in
once I finished VCE. My interests seemed to change every few months
but photography could be applied to whatever I happened to be doing or
whatever new passion I had at the time.

How did you find out about the course at PSC?
I decided to start studying after working in a portrait studio both here
and in Sydney as well as in Saudi Arabia. It was time for a direction
change so I did a search for potential courses and PSC sounded like a
place where I could grow my creativity, instead of being stuck in technical
theory classes. After meeting the teachers and the staff and seeing the
facilities I knew it would be a great place to study.

What was your greatest challenge while studying?
Although I work in a studio and photograph people daily my biggest
challenge was always getting comfortable with new people. Moving to
Melbourne meant making new friends and also made some of the people
based assignments a real push out of my comfort zone. It was a real
challenge to begin with but as the semesters progressed so did my
confidence and skills.

Share some thoughts about your PSC teachers and your mentors.
The staff at PSC are fantastic! Most have a strong background in the
industry and as such can offer an enormous amount of knowledge not
otherwise accessible. This was one of the biggest selling points of PSC
as well. I knew photography was a very close knit industry and any help
and experience would be more valuable than years spent in lectures and
in front of a computer.

What inspires you in your photographic practice?
My biggest inspiration came from seeing other peoples work, not just
professionals in the industry but also fellow students. Once I found a style
and aesthetic I could relate to, I focused on pushing my own work to a
comparable level. In my 3rd year I worked incredibly hard to take
advantage of the mentor program and this had a huge influence on my
own work and my path once the program at PSC finished.

What are you doing now?
Currently I am assisting full time for an incredible photographer! She was
my mentor during 3rd year and still is everyday. She has had a massive

influence on my work and I still pinch
myself regularly when we work together.
I also shoot some freelance work on the
odd day I have free.

What advice would you give to future
students?
The best advice I can give students is to
take full advantage of the mentor
program. It is important to find someone
you really admire and can form a strong
relationship with. Not only will they be
an incredible source of knowledge but if
you work hard and stay passionate
everyday it can lead to great things once
you finish studying. 

Photograph by Leon Schoots
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Commercial graduate



When did your passion for photography begin?
My passion for photography started in high school when our dark
rooms were transformed into glorious digital labs and studios! I
discovered my love for digital art and manipulation and have loved it
ever since.

How did you find out about the course at PSC?
I found out about PSC at the school’s Career’s night. PSC had a little
stall, as did some other major universities, but the student work coming
out of PSC was one of the main reasons I wanted to go there so badly.

What was your greatest challenge while studying?
My greatest challenge was living in the city. I discovered that I’m a
country girl through and through, and the city was hugely
overwhelming and stressful at times. The community vibe at PSC was
very nurturing, however, and I managed to pull through eventually!

Share some thoughts about your PSC teachers and your mentors.
Most of the PSC teachers are working professionals, which means that
everything we learnt were new stateoftheart practices.  They were
fantastic at pushing us out of our comfort zone, helping us to produce
work that we didn't even know we were capable of.

What inspires you in your photographic practice?
My main field, and my best work is in portraiture and psychoanalysis,
which is inspired by feminism. So I'm continuously reading and looking
at other people’s work. Flooding yourself with imagery and content is
a fabulous way to stay connected with your creative mind and your
work will flow from there.

Describe what you're doing now.
Right now I am living back in Bendigo and am saving for a studio space
so I can work for myself, and to share the space with other Regional
Photographers and Artists. I think that supporting one another, and
having a good community of practicing artists is what PSC was really
great at, and creating my own would be hugely beneficial to not only
my work, but others as well.

What advice would you give to future students?
Continuously talk about your work with EVERYONE! The more
feedback you get, the more you can get to know your strengths and
your weaknesses. Critique is a huge part of the PSC curriculum, and I
absolutely never got sick of it. Never take it for granted, because when
you graduate, you're on your own!

FOCUS on graduates

Krystelle Dumesny
Commercial graduate
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When did your passion for photography begin?
My passion for photography arose from a trip to Port Douglas

at the age of 15 when I saw Peter Jarver’s photography gallery. 
He was a landscape photographer who captured many storms
with spectacular lightning over open land that looked incredible.
I decided almost instantly that I would become a photographer
and travel the world taking photos. I have never looked back.

How did you find out about the course at PSC?
My photography teacher, Ms Murphy at High School knew my
addiction and passion for photography very well. She would
give me the PSC flyers when they came in the mail; she also
spoke very highly of PSC and how it would really benefit me.
The flyers would get me even more excited to start proper
study. 

What was your greatest challenge while studying?
Although I wouldn’t say I had any great challenges during the
course, I do wish I had prepared my time a bit better. I think it’s
easy to forget that time slips away very quickly. There were
some points where a few assignments would bundle up causing
a bit of panic. Also make sure you keep some money aside, as
printing and folios are an extra expense. 

Share some thoughts about your teachers and mentors.
A lot of the teachers at PSC are great. I learnt a lot from them,
especially when I would hassle them after teaching hours. They
were always helpful and never annoyed by me always having a
million questions and needing opinions when it came to printing
and analogue. I am also sure a lot of my friends from PSC would
agree when I say that Neil was an incredible teacher, I would be
lying if I said he didn’t change my whole perception of
photography and ways of looking at things. The mentor
program and mentors were really good; I gained heaps from it!
Including real work in the industry. 

What inspires you in your photographic practice?
Amazing locations, people and music. Whenever I am feeling

stuck and unmotivated I will go for a walk/drive with some
great music and just explore places I haven’t seen before. Also
keeping myself surrounded by exciting and passionate people
helps to excite my creativity. In this day and age, just a quick
Google search or checking some of my favourite blogs can give
me loads of inspiration to get shooting. 

FOCUS on graduates

Thomas Brooke
Commercial graduate

Photographs by Thomas Brooke

Describe what you’re doing now.
I have been working as an assistant for many high
end professional photographers in Melbourne and
Sydney. I’m getting the opportunity to work on
great campaigns learning all the magic tricks of the
industry. I have also recently been doing a lot of
work for Johnnie Walker shooting the Races at
Flemington and most recently, the Formula 1 Grand
Prix in Melbourne. I was also very excited to
recently not only get published but also make the
front cover for the current edition of Melbourne
Home Design + Living magazine. Not too mention
a few other exciting shoots passed and coming up.
I am keeping very busy.  

What advice would you give to future students?
The best advice I could pass on would be to always
ask questions. Keep yourself surrounded by people
who are focussed and full of passion. Never lose
sight of your goals, people might tell you negative
things that knock you back, but if you have the
passion to get there, you will. 
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