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Welcome to Photography Studies
College (Melbourne) PSC, a tertiary
educational institution focussed on
providing a high quality teaching
and learning experience.

We offer our students a learning
experience that emphasises
intellectual inquiry and reflection on

practice, and a learning environment in which they can
explore and develop their capacity to be citizens, visual
communicators and photographers. 

Our focus on creativity and innovation is integral to all
we do. We encourage our students to engage with the
meaning, politics and philosophies of visual
representation. We want them to be independent
thinkers.

Katie McCombie

MESSAGE FROM THE
MANAGING DIRECTOR 
JULIE MOSS

OUR GREAT LOCATION

PSC is located in Southbank, in the heart of Melbourne’s vibrant arts and cultural
scene; only 10 minutes walk to the city centre and 5 minutes from Flinders Street
station. We are within easy walking distance of the National Gallery of Victoria,
Ian Potter Centre at Federation Square and the Australian Centre for
Contemporary Art (ACCA). The Australian Centre for the Moving Image (ACMI),
the Melbourne Recital Centre and the Malthouse Theatre are close by.

We expect commitment from our
students but in turn will ensure that
learning is engaging, enjoyable and
challenging. We believe in the
importance of involving the whole
person in the learning process.

As an educational institution we model
professional photographic practice and
continually seek opportunities to
integrate learning with work and
engagement with community. 

This is PSC’s mission and purpose.

We invite you to join us on this journey
to explore, interrogate and reflect on
the power of the image.

For further information contact: 
Communications & Students
Officer 
Photography Studies College
(Melbourne)
65 City Road, Southbank,
Victoria 3006 Australia
Tel:  +61 3 9682 3191  
Fax: +61 3 9686 1601
info@psc.edu.au  
www.psc.edu.au
CRICOS Provider No: 00257G
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“To me, photography is
an art of observation.

It’s about finding
something interesting
in an ordinary place...

I’ve found it has little to
do with the things you
see and everything to

do with the way you
see them.”

Elliott Erwitt, Photographer

ABOUT US
Photography Studies College (Melbourne) is a dual sector multi award
winning provider, offering a specialised learning environment and
educational experience aimed at developing excellence and a
distinctive approach to photography. 

For over forty years PSC has maintained its impressive national and
international reputation and delivered high quality and innovative
photography education in commercial photography, photojournalism
and art photography consistently producing students and graduates
of the highest calibre. 

We know that by providing a supportive learning environment, unique
creative practice courses, impressive specialised facilities and a
talented experienced teaching staff we foster a strong student
experience with impressive outcomes. 

Over the years we have built a leading reputation for producing high
quality and award winning students and we are the first choice for
many looking for a specialised, creative and career oriented student
experience. PSC is widely respected throughout the photography
community and our reputation as a continual multi award winner
speaks for itself.

2013 
Winner Australian Institute of
Professional Photography (AIPP)
National Tertiary Institution of the Year
for excellence in photographic
education and training

Winner AIPP Australian Student
Photographer of the Year,
Emma McEvoy

Winner AIPP Australian Emerging
Photographer of the Year,
Kimberley Munro 

2012 
Winner AIPP National Tertiary
Institution of the Year for excellence in
photographic education and training 

Winner ACMP Educational Institution
of the Year 

2011 
Winner AIPP National Tertiary Institution
of the Year for excellence in photographic
education and training 

Winner ACMP Educational Institution of
the Year 

Runner up AIPP Australian Student
Photographer of the year, Kimberley
Munro

Winner AIPP Victorian Photography
Student of the Year, Kimberly Munro

2010
Winner AIPP Victorian Photography
Student of the Year, Deborah Mullins 

2009
Winner AIPP National Tertiary Institution
of the Year

Winner AIPP Australian Student
Photographer of the year 

LEADING MULTI AWARD WINNING COLLEGE – EXCELLENCE
IN PHOTOGRAPHY EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Kimberley Munro
AIPP 2013 Emerging

Photographer of the Year 
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LEADERSHIP AND 
GOVERNANCE AT PSC

Julie Moss  
Managing Director
Julie has over thirty years experience in the education and training sector in Australia. During that time she has frequently
represented the interests of private education and training providers at the state, national and international levels. She was a
founding member of the Australian Council for Private Education and Training and served as a Board member and Chair of the
National Board for a number of years. 
Julie is Chair of the National Education Committee of the AIPP (Australian Institute of Professional Photography).

She is passionate about photographic education and brings this passion and experience to her leadership of PSC. She is determined to ensure that
PSC provides a place where students can learn to see the world anew and be nurtured to develop and achieve their full potential. 

Jenny Heron  
Director Communications & Students, PSC Academic Board, Member and PSC Governing Council, Member 
Jenny has been involved in senior roles in photographic education and the vocational education and training sector for over
twenty years. She has extensive experience working in both community and arts education organisations in Melbourne and
rural Victoria.  She has taught the contextual units at PSC, exploring the complexities of visual representation and cultural
diversity and undertook a pivotal role in the development and implementation of the PSC curriculum. 
Jenny has a deep interest in the diversity of human expression through place and time, cultural definitions of femininity and

masculinity and changing gender roles. Her current post graduate research involves popular culture and visual representation in the early modern
period.  Jenny has a profound belief in the importance of the student experience and the transformative power of education.

Dr Robin Williams   
PSC Academic Board, Chair and PSC Governing Council, Member  
Dr Williams is a distinguished photographer with more than forty years experience in professional practice.  He holds
undergraduate qualifications in scientific and medical photography and Masters and PhD degrees in Medicine. He is currently
a Fellow of the British Institute of Professional Photography, The Royal Photographic Society, The Biological Photographic
Association of America and the Royal Society of Medicine.  
He has a distinguished record as an academic leader; having been a Professor of Photography for over twenty years, a Head

of Department, Head of School and Dean of the Faculty of Art Design and Communication at RMIT. 
He was for many years the UNESCO Professor of Communications for the AsiaPacific region. Robin is unique in having twice been awarded for
his outstanding photographic contribution to the service of medicine.

Dr Michael Coyne   
PSC Senior Fellow, Adjunct Professor RMIT University, Honorary Lecturer Hong Kong University 
Michael has worked as a photographer for over 30 years, covering significant events in places as diverse as The Philippines ,
Papua New Guinea, Cambodia, Indonesia, Middle East and Africa. His work has featured in numerous prestigious magazines,
such as Time, Newsweek and National Geographic. Michael's extensive work has been featured in a number of solo exhibitions
around the world.
He spent eight years in the Middle East documenting the rise of Islamic fundamentalism, he covered the Iranian revolution and

the Iran/Iraq war, for this work he received a number of awards. Michael has had many successful books published and three documentary films
have been produced about his life and work.
Michael is a Senior Fellow at PSC.

PSC Governing Council and Academic Board
The Governing Council is responsible for PSC's higher education course and delivery including oversight of the PSC
Academic Board. The Council provides a wealth of experience in business, academic expertise, research, photography,
education policy and management. 

PSC Course Advisory Committee 
The Advanced Diploma of Photography has been delivered successfully at PSC for many years.  In that time, monitoring
and evaluation has taken place through continuous and widespread consultation with industry and other stakeholders.
Reviews of all units have been undertaken annually, informed by student surveys and teaching staff feedback. In
addition, the Course Advisory Committee (CAC) meets regularly to give advice on the industry relevance of the course.
This Committee is made up of a range of industry professionals, VET sector representatives, and educators. Suggested
changes and alterations to the delivery of the course are fed back through the Continuous Improvement Cycle at PSC
and actioned as appropriate.  
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GRADUATION
2013

“Now on the job I realise
how my practical studies are

applied in everyday
scenarios such as booking

jobs, negotiating with
clients, lighting portraits

and products and delivering
content to a strict deadline.”

Teagan Glenane
Photojournalism Major Graduate

Graduation awards clockwise from top left: Ian van der Wolde with Tinkara Trcek with AIPP award for conceptual excellence and photographic
innovation; Julie Moss PSC Managing Director withTaylorFerne Morris awarded for excellence in the Commercial Major; Julie Moss with Adobe
award winner Beth Nott for high achievement, originality and commitment throughout the course; Daniel Colombo from Borge’s Imaging with

Photoflex Award winner Leon Schoots for consistent application and high achievement; Julie Moss with the Peter Petty Memorial Award winner
Adrian Dennett for technical and aesthetic excellence in landscape photography; Rob Anderson Chair  ACMP with Danielle Allison awarded for

excellence throughout the course; Matt Johnston from Kayell with Graeme Passmore awarded for commitment and high achievement throughout
the course; Julie Moss with Nicole Sultana awarded for excellence in the Art Major.

The PSC graduation was a fantastic event held on Friday evening
31 May 2013 at the ACMI. The audience included our graduating
students, their partners, family and friends, PSC mentors, external
assessors and our many industry colleagues including
representatives form the AIPP, ACMP, Adobe, Kayell, Sun Studios,
Borge’s Imaging, Heartfelt, free radicals, Sally Brownbill, Next
Byte, Irwin & McLaren and Exetel. 

Representatives from the PSC Academic Board, Governing Council
and Course Advisory Committee were in attendance and of course
our teaching, administration and technical staff.

Some highlights of the evening included the images by the
graduating class of 2012 featured on the ACMI screen and the
stories of the many unfolding careers, awards and the journey
ahead! An inspiring keynote address was given by award winning
photographer and PSC Senior Fellow, Michael Coyne and new
graduates Leon Schoots, TaylorFerne Morris and Sharon Hughes
gave heartfelt and insightful graduate responses.

Thanks to industry for their generous support and
congratulations to all our industry award winners

Graduation award sponsors 

PSC staff enjoy the graduation
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STUDIOS
At 65 City Rd on the ground floor are 2 professional studios  –
Fawkner Rd Studio and City Rd Studio – with double height
ceilings, cyclorama, makeup and change rooms, backdrops, a
range of lighting and grip gear including soft boxes, strip
lights, booms, strobes, spots, floods, power packs,
honeycombs, barn doors, scrims and reflectors; computer set
ups for tethered shooting and multipurpose work bays. The
Studio Office staffed by the Studio Supervisor provides a
point of contact for studio bookings and studio equipment
usage. Students have email access to the studio booking
system. 

DIGITAL CENTRE AND THE PRINT SHOP
There is a large well equipped Digital Imaging Centre that
includes 2 extensive digital laboratories and a central
professional print bureau, The Print Shop staffed by the
Digital Production Manager. The centre’s Epson ™ Inkjet
printers are much indemand and skilled technical staff run
prints every week day, offering students a comprehensive
range of professional paper surfaces. The labs are equipped
with Intel Mac computers carrying the latest industry related
applications. All monitors are frequently calibrated and labs
are equipped with pinup colour corrected print viewing walls
and digital projection systems.  Off campus students are able
to upload their files for printing via a graphical web interface. 

PSC is a progressive career focussed dual sector provider
offering both Degree and Advanced Diploma level
courses. Both courses have been developed with the
specialised industry know how that comes from over 40
years as an innovative and experienced photographic
educator. 

The Advanced Diploma of Photography ensures that the
technical and specialised skill set necessary for
professional practice is built on from foundation to
professional level.   

OUR SPECIALISED FACILITIES 
PSC students benefit from the highly specialised learning
environment, the high quality industry specific facilities
including the purpose built photography studios, digital
imaging centre, the specialised information resource hub
and continual exhibition spaces. 

PSC has a range of specialised facilities that are
acknowledged as being among some of the best and
most professional of any Australian specialised
educational institution. PSC has a partnership with Adobe
and a close relationship with equipment manufacturers,
importers and professional photographers, so students
will experience much of the latest techniques and
technologies.

The main administrative area is located at level 1 65 City
Rd, and students have access to a Student Services
Officer during hours of operation. PSC operates from
9am – 9pm Monday to Thursday and 9am – 5pm Friday,
9am – 5pm on weekends for facility access and workshops
during semester.  

The offices of the Communications & Students staff are
located on this floor and students have access to the
Communication & Students Officers via their open door
policy, appointments, by email and phone.

CREATE YOUR FUTURE WITH 
OUR SPECIALISED COURSES 

This year PSC and Adobe announced a partnership
that will provide unprecedented access to the new
Adobe Creative Cloud download for PSC students, a
fully integrated suite of creative programs, making
the Creative Cloud more affordable for our students. 
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COURSE DELIVERY MODE
At PSC our courses are interactive and delivered via face to
face including interactive workshops and tutorials,
demonstrations and practical participation. Students
experience the studio model of learning. This means that
students can put their creative ideas into practice and
through the peer/teacher feedback and review process gain
from experienced guidance, feedback and input. Unlike
more traditional modes of delivery, studiobased learning
enables active participation of the student in problem
solving and the practice of creating and making. 

TUITION FEES 
All prospective students and reenrolling  should peruse the
Tuition Fee schedule for the relevant period of enrolment.
This is available in all information packages.  

EXPENSES OTHER THAN TUITION
Before commencing your studies you will need to consider
your budget. You should think about the cost of tuition fees,
photographic equipment and course materials – list of
expenses other than tuition for your course is available from
the Communications & Students Officer or visit the website
www.psc.edu.au

Students require their own 35mm Digital SLR camera to
commence the Advanced Diploma of Photography course,
together with 2 x USB external hard drives at least 110Gb,
brand name portable flash, memory cards, a sync cord and
Adobe software packages. As students progress through
the course equipment and material requirements will vary.
Students are required to provide their own materials
including but not limited to cost of printing – paper and
output for work prints and final prints – mount board and
other materials. .

You should at all time be aware of the rapid rate of
technological change in the photography industry and the
impact this may have on equipment requirements and
material. None of these other expenses are included in your
tuition fees. 

RESOURCE HUB 
The Resource Hub provides access to local and worldwide
specialised photographic and visual culture information
resources through electronic journal and book resources.
The electronic journals and eBook resources allow for off
campus access. The Information and Resource officer
provides advice and assistance with research/information as
required. Students are also familiarised with the State
Library of Victoria, given its proximity for further research.  

STUDENT LOUNGE 
Students are supported by the availability of a comfortable
and well serviced central Student Lounge area. This area
provides a casual place to meet and relax informally. It
incorporates an 8 workstation learning hub giving students
access to the Adobe suite, word documents, image
uploading and submissions. Further print viewing and
finishing areas and an extensive student information notice
board are also located here. The Teachers/Tutors Office is
within close proximity with the academic consultation hours
displayed. 

PSC STUDENT PORTAL
This student portal is an online gateway for our students via
the website and includes: 
go.PSC – access to general information about facilities, the
print shop and student services, the resource hub and IT
support.
miPlace –the elearning support
PSC webmail – PSC Student Email
Assessment submissions – submitting assignments.

PSC STUDENT EMAIL ADDRESS
On enrolment you will be allocated a PSC Student Email
Address. All PSC email communication will be sent to you
via your PSC Student Email Address
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COURSE REVIEW AND FEEDBACK
Integral to PSC’s Quality and Review procedure is the
course review and feedback mechanism. This includes
Formal and Informal Student feedback. Formal feedback is
collected using the Student Evaluations that are completed
for each unit each semester, also via the Grievance
Procedure and Exit Interviews. Informal feedback is
collected from students in a number of ways via email,
phone conversations and meetings with any of the
following: Tutors, Year Level Coordinators, Communications
& Students Officers, Director Communications & Students
and/or the Academic Director.

CODE OF PRACTICE
PSC is committed to providing quality and accessible
education to each and every student. PSC has an established
Code of Practice that underpins all its procedures. Please
refer for details to the Student Handbook.  

THE STUDENT HANDBOOK
The Student Handbook is available from the Senior
Communication & Students Officer. In the student
handbook, we explain the responsibilities and obligations of
PSC and the responsibilities and obligations of you the
student, together with the support available.  

WHAT UNDERPINS BEING A
STUDENT AT PSC?
Students require passion, motivation and a commitment to
photographic practice, image development and image
production. As a student you will be expected to discuss
visual ideas and concepts, research and participate in
critique of your work and that of your peers; take on
creative challenges and be ready to explore and develop a
sense of self and your own personal aesthetic.

ENROLMENT AT PSC
Enrolment is on an annual basis and both courses are
delivered over three years of full time study. Students
accepting an offer choose their tuition payment option at
enrolment. 

On enrolment students will be required to complete a PSC
Enrolment Form for the relevant course, which is the formal
enrolment agreement between PSC and the student. This
agreement includes the Terms and Conditions of Enrolment
and Refund Policy. 

The relevant Student Handbooks provide information on
PSC’s Higher Ed or VET policies and procedures these are
available from the Communications & Students Officer
prior to and at enrolment and on the PSC student portal –
go.PSC 

RPL
PSC offers a recognition of prior learning (RPL) process.
Further information is available at enrolment from the
Coordinator Communications & Students – Carmen
Edwards.  

SUPPORTING STUDENTS
The learning needs of students are discussed with the
Coordinator Communications & Students and at enrolment.
There is a range of student support provided to students
during their course. This includes but is not limited to course
advice and support, career guidance and learning support
via the Learning Support Teacher.

ASSESSMENT METHODS 
These include but are not limited to portfolios,
assignments, short answer and multiple choice questions,
oral presentations, practical assignments, demonstrations
& projects. Students are assessed against the individual
units of competency and learning outcomes. 

ELIGIBILITY TO GRADUATE  
In order to graduate and be eligible for the Advanced
Diploma of Photography qualification students are required
to undertake and successfully complete (Pass) all units
offered in each semester and year level of the course. (If you
fail a unit – grade F – you must repeat that unit at the
applicable fee rate and obtain a pass grade).

**For further details of policies and procedures relating to
eligibility refer to the Student Handbook. 

“I was expecting a unique
environment and an

exciting course and that’s
exactly what I got.”

Jordan Bollen
Art Major Graduate
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create photographs that are more imaginative,
communicate successfully and meaningful. You'll also have
the opportunity to share your work with your class peers
and gain valuable feedback and comments, learn ‘real
world’ technique and set yourself apart from the amateur.  

In our unique first year program you’ll be inspired to use
your camera to explore the world around you and
photograph in a range of genres. Asked to step outside your
comfort zone, you’ll be nurtured and guided to unleash your
creativity and give expression to what you see. You’ll soon
discover that your DSLR camera becomes your ‘creative
tool’ as you learn to photograph in new and intriguing ways.

FIRST YEAR STAGE 1 CORE UNITS:
SEMESTER A 
USE A CAMERA CREATIVELY &
INVESTIGATE PHOTOGRAPHIC GENRES 
You’ll create, view and discuss images on a weekly basis
progressing through a range of genres, visual awareness,
composition, light, colour, camera operations and design.
You learn to upload image files, workflow and file
management in the Mac environment. 

As you produce your photographic folio you’ll learn to see in
new and more interesting ways, have fun solving visual
problems and build the technique fundamental to
photographic practice.

APPLY BASIC DESIGN THEORY 
TO IMAGE MAKING  
Be introduced to composition, framing, form, shape,
dimension and perspective so you can create more dynamic
and meaningful photographs.

WORKING WITH LIGHT ON LOCATION –
PHOTOJOURNALISM AND THE PHOTO ESSAY
Delivered over a weekend 
On location
Here’s your opportunity to photograph on location and
discover what it’s like to complete a series of short
assignment briefs involving people and landscape. Your
teacher will be on location to provide guidance and
feedback as you work in an intuitive style to ‘capture the
moment!’

ADVANCED DIPLOMA OF
PHOTOGRAPHY COURSE
The Advanced Diploma of Photography (22176VIC) course
with majors in commercial photography, art photography
or photojournalism, is unique to PSC. Our course leaves
behind older analogue and chemically based technology
where students learn in a contemporary industry specific
digital environment. 

This course reflects the role of practitioners who possess
specialist creative, technical and theoretical skills and
knowledge. Initially there is an exploration of output and
craft including advancing your computer/digital skills, while
building the techniques and approaches fundamental to
photographic practice. Genre photography, working to a
brief, photographic technique, lighting and studio are
explored and extended in the second and third year while
students continue to define their own style and practice.
The specialisations commercial, art or photojournalism and
extensive mentor program in final year allow students to
refine their photography in terms of an industry ready
professional final folio. 

The Advanced Diploma of Photography qualification can be
achieved in a minimum of four years of part time study.
(Please note that the timetabling of units will vary for each
year level and stage of the course.)

THE PART TIME PROGRAM 
Do you love travel photography, landscape, people and
want better results? Do you dream of a career change or
simply have a passion for photography? Whatever your
reason for undertaking the course and regardless of your
previous experience, you’ll be impressed at how rapidly you
see the world anew and start to produce much more than
snapshots! 

Our unique part time program for delivering the Advanced
Diploma of Photography is the result of years of working in
a close, positive and productive partnership with industry.
Our industry professional teaching team are experts in their
field bringing their dynamic knowhow to every class and
infusing the content with their enthusiasm and creative
practice.

During your course at PSC you’ll be provided with the
opportunity to learn in a small creative community of
practice that produces a highly dynamic, accessible and
transformative learning experience. You'll learn how to

ABOUT THE COURSE
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SEMESTER B 
DEVELOP PERSONAL PHOTOGRAPHIC STYLE 
In second semester your creative practice continues and
emphasis is given to developing a personal style. You'll be
challenged to explore the meaning of colour and take on
more creative challenges, visual risks, set goals and
critically review your strengths and weaknesses.

MANAGE COLOUR IN A DIGITAL ENVIRONMENT 
A combination of lecture/practice that provides the skills
required to use relevant software and colour management
tools and settings effectively in order to control colour
consistency and produce quality digital prints.

APPLY STUDIO LIGHTING TECHNIQUES  
This is the continuation of artificial studio lighting using
tungsten light as the teaching tool including use of a variety
of studio lights – tungsten and multiple flash units, metering
for exposure and contrast and modifying light for texture
and reflection. Also you explore genres of still life and
people based studio photography, studio design and
ancillary equipment. 

THIRD YEAR STAGE 3 CORE UNITS
At third year level you'll find that your skills in conceptual
photography, camera craft, lighting and technique will be
further expanded in more complex and challenging ways.
An exciting aspect of this level is your interface with
industry, in the first semester you plan, implement and
produce your main folio in conjunction with a client, to meet
a client brief. And you’ll continue to expand your post
production processes including retouching, workflow,
output and printing.

BEING A STUDENT IN THIRD YEAR 
To study at this level you require passion, motivation and
commitment as you are entering the final stages of the
course. You learn to further integrate your creative,
technological and technical skills to proactively plan your
photographic production and output. Folio group feedback
is continued, while increased emphasis is placed on
becoming an active problem solver and independent
learner open to new ideas and challenges, able to set goals
and priorities and critically review your strengths and
weaknesses. You'll be required to attend classes, take on
new technical challenges, further develop and explore a
sense of self. The semester timetable (below) indicates your
time commitment at the college. You will spend approx
10–15 hours per week outside the classroom completing
your photographic folios, projects and applying your post
production skill set.  

At the end of Stage 3 you will be required to submit your
specialisation choice for Stage 4. Please note the
timetabling of units in final year will vary, meaning there is
no Friday day class option for Stage 4 units.

SEMESTER B 
BUILD CREATIVITY IN PHOTOGRAPHIC PRACTICE &
APPLY ADVANCED CAMERA PRACTICE
A weekly session that immerses you in the image! You
actively explore how to build the creative process that
underpins great photography. You’ll be challenged to
create visual stories in your folio work producing
photographs that have meaning and purpose. You’ll
continue to build your control and photographic technique,
learn about creating mood and give greater emphasis to the
exploration and perception of light.

PROCESS AND EDIT DIGITAL IMAGES
Held in the PSC digital labs these sessions introduce Adobe
software for photographers and cover data management,
workflow, image editing and printing.

WORKING WITH LIGHT & PHOTOGRAPHIC TECHNIQUE
Delivered over a weekend 
Location and studio
Discover and explore the light and shadows in the laneways
and fabulous spaces of Melbourne! An intensive practical
and ‘hands on’ program where you’ll learn to use a range of
light sources and lighting techniques to create meaning and
mood.

SECOND YEAR STAGE 2 CORE UNITS
SEMESTER A 
APPLYING CREATIVITY IN PHOTOGRAPHIC PRACTICE
The feedback and discussion between students, peers and
teachers is continued in these units as you develop and
refine more complex ideas and visual narratives. You'll
integrate a range of creative solutions to articulate your
ideas and prominence is given to producing images that
communicate in a meaningful way. 

APPLY STUDIO LIGHTING TECHNIQUES 
This is an introduction over two 6 week blocks to basic
artificial lighting using tungsten light as the teaching tool.
Students must undertake and complete the underpinning
aspects of understanding studio, lighting equipment and
operating safely in a studio environment. 

POST PRODUCTION/TECHNIQUE UNITS
At this level it is important that you have a solid
understanding of file management, uploading and
workflow, and that you continue to use and practice the
software outside of class time  as this will help you to
integrate this skill set as part of your ‘creative toolkit’. 

APPLY DIGITAL IMAGING & PRINTING PROCESSES
AND USE TONAL CONTROLS  
Workflow and raw processing are continued together with
tonal adjustments, good standard printing and the
application of image analysis and aesthetic. 
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PRODUCE A MOVING IMAGE 
PSC is constantly responsive to the changes and trends of
the industry. With the convergence of DSLR and video
camera the proliferation of screens and the movement
towards screens becoming a primary media for viewing
images, this unit is an important addition to students
learning and industry focus at this level.  

Students build upon their existing level of visual language
and develop more conceptual understanding and
techniques and skills required to produce a moving image
using Adobe Premier as the software.

FINAL YEAR: 
CHOICE OF SPECIALISATION &
INDUSTRY FOCUS
COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY OR ART
PHOTOGRAPHY OR PHOTOJOURNALISM 
At fourth year you are entering the final stage of the course.
At this level you’ll integrate your learning and bring
together your creative and technical skills to plan your
photographic production and output. This final stage of the
course requires drive, energy and commitment. The focus
throughout the year is on refining a professional and
independent work style, with particular emphasis on
replicating the deadline realities of the industry and
producing a final folio of work in this context. 

Integral to the transition from student to photographer is
the industry focus of final year. This includes your
specialisation, the mentor program, industry guests,
national and state industry awards and events, business
studies and the production of a final folio that is also
assessed by external industry representatives. Please
read the specialisation information in this brochure to
help you make the most suitable choice. 

SEMESTER A 
ESTABLISH PHOTOGRAPHER/CLIENT RELATIONS 
Students will gain the skills to work in a professional
photographic environment and freelance to a range of
clientele. You are required to plan, implement and produce
a photographic project in conjunction with a client. There
will be a focus on managing a brief from initial planning
through to implementation and resolution. Some further
skills in studio and lighting are delivered as a combination of
demonstrations and practical application in the main folio
unit. You explore aspects of large format and more about
lighting including designing, building and controlling
artificial light. 

RESEARCH HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY
PHOTOGRAPHIC CULTURE 
This unit enables you to gain an understanding of the
historical and contemporary context of photographic
practice and reflect on the debates that inform and drive
photographic culture. You will be expected to do some
research and form and articulate a point of view on a
relevant topic. 

APPLY ADVANCED POST PRODUCTION TECHNIQUES A
You'll explore relevant postproduction techniques including
realistic and creative retouching using Adobe software.
There is a print component where you will explore aspects
of digital printing.

SEMESTER B 
The combination of conceptual, theory, practice, lighting
and studio photography continues. There is a focus on
preparing you for your final year choice of specialisation. An
exciting aspect of this semester is exploring more about
studio and lighting and undertaking the unit Produce a
Moving Image. With the convergence of DSLR and video
cameras, the proliferation of screens and the movement
towards screens becoming primary media for viewing
images, there is an important impact on still photography.
PSC is addressing these changes and challenges through
the integration of this contemporary unit at this level.

MAIN PHOTOGRAPHIC FOLIO
USE STUDIO CAMERAS AND LIGHTING
This unit continues to build on conceptual, communicative
visual skills and incorporates more studio and lighting skills.
Further practical studio sessions and demonstrations
building on last semester are delivered in the unit Use
Studio Cameras and Lighting.

APPLY ADVANCED POST PRODUCTION TECHNIQUES B
This unit further advances your skills in post production
software and how it applies to quality image production.

“Logic will get you from
A to B, imagination will

take you everywhere”
Albert Einstein
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CORE UNITS 
APPLY DIGITAL IMAGING FOR INDUSTRY 
This unit applies the required retouching techniques to
refine and appropriately finish images, including
operating according to current industry workflow
practices. 

EMPLOY PROFESSIONAL STUDIO LIGHTING
In this unit students learn appropriate artificial lighting
techniques and to deconstruct and adapt techniques as
a means of refining their style. 

WORK WITH A COACH OR MENTOR & 
ESTABLISH A CAREER DIRECTION WITHIN THE
PHOTOGRAPHY INDUSTRY  

These units acquaint students with a more in depth
view of the photography industry. Students secure a
contemporary photographer to act as their industry
mentor and immerse themselves in specific industry
practices including industry awards. Professional body
student annual membership fee is $75.00 (AIPP).

MANAGE AND PROMOTE A SMALL BUSINESS
This unit focuses on running your own photography
business. Students engage with real world scenarios
and research and develop their own integrated business
plan and marketing strategies. Integral to this is
producing a professional identity. 

SPECIALISATION UNITS
APPLY CONTEMPORARY PHOTOGRAPHIC MEDIA 
(art & commercial students)  
The advent of the Internet as a popular medium
spawned a global art movement that began to explore
the cultural, social, and aesthetic possibilities of digital
technologies. New Media often involves collaboration,
the free sharing of ideas and expressions and frequently
addresses the political ramifications of technology
around issues of identity, commercialisation, and the
public domain. This unit provides an understanding of
postanalogue photographic concepts and the vast
potential of digital imagery to be used in creative ways. 

WRITE FOR PUBLICATION 
(photojournalism students) 
The focus of this unit is on writing that complements
photographs and the narrative in photojournalism. 

ACCORDING TO THE CHOICE OF SPECIALISATION
STUDENTS UNDERTAKE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 
MANAGE PROJECTS – COMMERCIAL (SEM A) 
& APPLY SPECIALISED PHOTOGRAPHIC PRACTICE (SEM B) 
This specialisation includes students who want to be fashion,
advertising, architectural, food, portrait, product, corporate and
wedding photographers. The program is designed to produce
commercial photographers who are capable of producing
technically competent, creative and conceptual images that
communicate effectively. Students will be required to exercise
significant judgment in planning and selecting the appropriate
photographic solution for a range of photographic briefs and
folios. Students will be required to produce two photographic
folios that meet professional standards, the final folio presented
to a panel consisting of external industry and academic
assessors.

OR
MANAGE PROJECTS – PHOTOJOURNALISM  (SEM A)
& APPLY SPECIALISED PHOTOGRAPHIC PRACTICE (SEM B)
This specialisation is for students who love to communicate with
people, to traverse cultural barriers and continental borders and
who want to harness the power of photography to
communicate a story. The program enables students to
combine the theory and practice of photojournalism/
editorial/social documentary/ newspaper photography.
Students will be required to become proficient with digital
capture and workflows and how these impact on contemporary
photojournalistic practice. Through assignments and folio work,
students will be encouraged to refine an identified and personal
photojournalistic style. Students will be required to produce two
photographic folios that meet professional standards, the final
folio presented to a panel consisting of external industry and
academic assessors.

OR
MANAGE PROJECTS – ART (SEM A) 
& APPLY SPECIALISED PHOTOGRAPHIC PRACTICE (SEM B)
This specialisation requires students to “give voice” to their own
ideas and develop an artistic premise for their work. Students
will develop a critical awareness of the practices of current art
photography and art practice, and be required to integrate
research based on contemporary social theories and historical
contexts into their own work. Art Major students will develop a
curatorial premise and participate in an end of year exhibition
which meets professional standards. Graduates of this major
will be interested in pursuing contemporary artistic practice,
exhibiting, and producing considered photographic art work.
Students will be required to produce two photographic folios
that meet professional standards, the final folio presented to a
panel consisting of external industry and academic assessor.

Please note: The running of all three majors at this level is dependent
on the number of students selecting the particular specialisation. We
must have an absolute minimum of 10 enrolled students to run any of
the specialisations. 
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FINAL YEAR UNDERPINNING
The final year program delivery includes: lectures, seminar
presentations, mentoring, group tutorials, industry visits,
guest lectures, demonstrations and workshops. Tutors at
this level act as facilitators and guides, rather than directors
of your work. This is an important aspect, as it is vital in final
year to gain confidence in your own direction and abilities.

The mentor program is integral to this process as you
discuss your work and receive feedback from other industry
professionals. 

MELBOURNE & THE WIDER
PHOTOGRAPHIC COMMUNITY
College, web and gallery exhibitions showcasing the dynamic
and exciting vision of PSC students and are held regularly. As
a way of connecting to the wider photographic and arts
communities – see our regular blog at www.psc.edu.au

This includes graduate profiles, updates, student of the week
profiles, teacher updates, interviews and much more.

PSC is located in the heart of Melbourne’s vibrant art scene.
There is always something to do or see. Festival goers, sports
fans, foodies, lovers of fashion, theatre goers, art lovers
(photographers!) will enjoy the wide variety of restaurants,
cafes, laneways and great shops. PSC’s great location
provides the opportunity to balance study with easy access
to this exciting arts and recreation precinct. Some great links:
NGV International
www.ngv.vic.gov.au
Centre for Contemporary Photography 
www.ccp.org.au
Australian Centre for the Moving Image
www.acmi.net.au
Australian Centre for Contemporary Art (ACCA)
www.accaonline.org.au
Museum of Modern Art at Heide
www.heide.com.au
Monash Gallery of Art
www.mga.org.au
Bendigo Gallery of Art
www.bendigoartgallery.com.au 
MEAA Media Entertainment and Arts Alliance
www.alliance.org.au
NAVA National Association of Visual Arts
www.visualarts.net.au
The city also offers an exciting music scene, and an alternative
arts scene including cabaret, performance art and fringe
theatre. 

Images by PSC teacher Craig Wetjen

Describe your first impression of PSC?
“From the minute I saw there was an
open day I was there. I was impressed
with the setup and layout PSC has. All
the knowledge and resources to help
grow and develop your new found skills
were all contained within PSC. The
perfect place to learn photography.”

What do you like most about PSC?
“What I like most about the college is the
experience and knowledge of the
lecturers at your disposal. Also, the
college has the perfect mix of theory and
shooting. The best way to learn is to get
out there and shoot. Once you’re done,
you bring your images to class and share
with the class and teacher and get
invaluable feedback. It’s a great learning
environment!”

Shaun Tanner
First year part time Advanced Diploma 
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ONCE YOU’VE GRADUATED
An exciting range of career options are available
including:
• advertising photography
• corporate/industrial photography
• portraiture and fashion photography
• photographic artist and/or gallery/curatorial 

administrator  
• photojournalist, editorial work
• website fusion content including video
• documentary photographer
• picture editor
• photographic retoucher

In particular, a new range of career options exists in the
expanding contemporary trend of ‘fusion’ between the
still image and the moving image, together with the new
but expanding platforms of social media.

Many of our graduates have been and are currently
employed by local community and metropolitan
publications. Some have busy freelance businesses
supplying editorial, sports and commercial images to a
range of clients; others are exhibiting artists with
international profiles. Some work in areas such as
advertising and corporate/ industrial photography,
portraiture, wedding and fashion photography,
newspaper/ magazine and publication work,
photographic artist and gallery/ museum curatorial work.
Other graduates are based in studios as production
managers and some work in digital retouching areas.

MENTOR PROGRAM & 
BUSINESS STUDIES
The mentor program is integral to the final year industry
connections and building networks. Business Studies for
photographers builds a business plan and market profile. 

EMPLOYMENT REGISTER
PSC has an established employment register, which matches
students to jobs, based on the student’s experience and
abilities. This provides students with an opportunity to gain
valuable experience in the profession. Most work assignments
are allocated to our recent graduates and final year students.
We are often the first point of contact for professional
photographers seeking assistants and every month there are
a number of requests for students to photograph a range of
activities. These include portfolios for dancers, models and/or
hair and makeup artists, family portraits, weddings, special
occasions, advertising photography, studio management and
studio/ photographer’s assistant. We receive regular requests
from galleries and cafes to exhibit student work and we
provide information on photography awards, competitions
and prizes. 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP
Graduates of the Advanced Diploma of Photography are
eligible to apply for full membership of these Australian
professional bodies: 
• AIPP — Australian Institute of Professional Photography 
• ACMP — Advertising, Commercial and Magazine 

Photographers
• MEAA — Media Entertainment and Arts Alliance
• APA — Australian Photojournalists Association
• NAVA — National Association of Visual Arts

OUR CAREER AND
INDUSTRY FOCUS 

Images by Amber McCaig
2013 Ballarat International Foto Biennale Winner Portfolio Review Prize 
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PSC’S BACHELOR OF
PHOTOGRAPHY
PATHWAY PROGRAM
Graduates of the Advanced Diploma of Photography
course are able to upgrade their qualification to the
PSC Bachelor of Photography via the pathway
program. In this program they must successfully
complete an additional 60 credit points of study to
qualify for the Bachelor of Photography.

This pathway program is especially tailored to cover
the gaps that exist between graduates have previously
studied in the Advanced Diploma of Photography
course and the PSC Bachelor of Photography degree.

Graduates will need to complete the Bachelor of
Photography Pathway Application Form and attend
an interview with their current folio of work.

“I love PSC and will miss it greatly!
All the teachers are fantastic…

What a fabulous bunch of people
who just love what they do and are

so full of knowledge. I couldn't have
imagined studying anywhere else.”

Amber McCaig
Bachelor of Photography Pathway Program

Images by Emma McEvoy

How did you find out about the course
at PSC?
“Through word of mouth and research – 
I wanted to go to the BEST photography
college I could find!”

What do you like most about PSC?
Definitely meeting other creative
individuals! I have made some life long
friends and connections through PSC. 
But also seeing my style & abilities
develop, it’s hard to really see it when
your in it but looking back at my work
from first year to now, the difference is
mind blowing! It feels amazing to share
that journey with this little community.”

Emma McEvoy
2013 AIPP Australian Student Photographer of the Year 
Part time Final Year Art Specialisation 



STUDENT & GRADUATE GALLERY
PSC is pleased to feature here a range of student and graduate photography.
View more student work at www.psc.edu.au or at the College exhibition

Kimberley Munro

Paul BurgessVicki Moritz



Michelle Grima

Amber McCaig

Amanda Koh

Ashley OrrCampbell

Emma Costabile

Rachel Gedye

Chloe Carbines



Róza Marciniak

Kate Smethurst

Adrian Merrigan

Chris Hogan

Tinkara Trcek

.
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Darcy Barrow

Jordan Bollen
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John Linley



Ivan Biscan
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Jason LockettJenee RobertsThomson
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Photography Studies College
(Melbourne)

65 City Road, Southbank
Vic 3006, Australia
tel +61 3 9682 3191  

fax +61 3 9686 1601
info@psc.edu.au  
www.psc.edu.au

PSC is pleased to feature in this guide photographs by students and 
graduates and thanks them for their creative contribution

More photography can be viewed at college exhibitions or 
on the website: www.psc.edu.au

Photography Studies College (Melbourne) is a division of Photography Holdings Pty Ltd 
CRICOS Provider No: 00257G  A.C.N. 005 525 306  A.B.N. 58 860 041 097

©PSC November 2013

All rights reserved. The content of the guide is copyright material and cannot be
reproduced without the authors, photographers or owners written permission.
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H O W  T O  F I N D  U S

We are 
here in

Melbourne’s
vibrant Arts

precinct

LEADING MULTI AWARD WINNING COLLEGE
• 2013, 2012, 2011 AIPP Australian Tertiary Institution of the Year 

• 2013 AIPP Australian Student Photographer of the Year – Emma McEvoy
• 2013 AIPP Australian Emerging Photographer of the Year  – Kimberley Munro

• 2012 & 2011 ACMP Educational Institution of the Year

Melbourne


